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From The Rector's Desk
It is our time. It is our week.
 
This is our 8th Holy Week together. If you've been around for most of those,
you've heard me do all I can to invite you fully into Holy Week. We have
Eucharist at noon on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday (with Stations of the
Cross at 11:30 Wednesday). I think it is important to have Holy Eucharist on the
days of Holy Week, this year we have moved them to noon vs. our usual evening
time, in hopes more of you will be able to attend. These services are in the
chapel.
 
Thursday begins the Triduum, those three services designed as one long
worship experience. Maundy Thursday has so much meaning and symbolism. At
this service we reenact Jesus' washing of the disciples' feet. This powerful
moment can stir our souls, humble us, and remind us we are called to servant
ministry AND we must allow others to serve us at times as well. We end
the evening with the stripping of the altar and the preservation of the reserved
sacrament (which is watched over by praying parishioners all night). The altar
stripping reminds us Jesus has been arrested in the garden of Gethsemane and
taken before Pilate and the Sanhedrin to be tried as a criminal. As the
sanctuary candle is extinguished we turn all the lights out for a brief yet startling
moment, before we leave in silence, contemplating what we have just
experienced while our hearts and minds are with Christ. 
 
This year we will have the Good Friday liturgy, including veneration of the cross,
at noon only. At six that evening we will again walk the Stations of the Cross,
which always has an even deeper meaning when done on Good Friday. 



 
The Triduum concludes with the Great Vigil of Easter, the Mother of all
liturgies. We begin at 5:30am Sunday morning in the outdoor chapel, hear
stories of our salvation history in the darkness, baptize a beautiful baby girl, and
then shout the first ALLELUIAS of Easter as the sun rises over the Sound.
Our Easter Day services are at 8 and 10:30, with our wonderful choir, led by the
incomparable John Leatherwood for his last Sunday with us as Choir Director.
The church is beautifully decorated by our amazing Flower Guild and Altar
Guild. We ring bells to all the Alleluias and proclaim Christ, Risen Indeed. This
Easter Sunday is also our last time to be served by our amazing Deacon, The
Reverend Clelia Garrity. I know you will join me in wishing all the best for John
and Clelia.
 
Beloved in Christ, with commercialization overtaking many of our religious
celebrations, I always hope Holy Week can be kept sacred for us, especially the
Triduum. I have said many times, I believe I became an Episcopalian, not at my
Confirmation, but when I danced all the dances of Holy Week for the first time,
and it all came together for me deep in my soul. I pray you can join us on that
journey.
 
Fr. David+

 

We will Walk the Stations of the Cross
on Wednesday of Holy Week at 11:30,

followed by Holy Eucharist in the Chapel.

 We will also walk the stations on Good Friday at 6 p.m.







ENS Link

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/good-friday-offering/
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